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SUMMARY
At the end of one world and the beginning of another is a land of encounters known
as the Sahel. In recent years, climate change and desertification have severely
degraded the land here. Temperatures are rising faster than anywhere else on earth,
and families struggle to overcome the thresholds of war, terrorism and the slow
dissolution of their traditional, nomadic lives.
The expedition was aimed at disseminating the life-and-death consequences that
climate change has brought upon the land, where desertification has contributed to
the greatest internal migration ever witnessed on this planet. We followed The Great
Green Wall route to document this incredible initiative and to see the results of a
burgeoning, pan-African movement. The expedition and the subsequent film went
to the heart of humanity’s most urgent threat: climate change.
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PERSONAL STATEMENT
This was the most fulfilling expedition across one of the most challenging parts of
the world: eye-opening, heart breaking and exhilarating. I am really proud of the
results of the expedition and its subsequent film, which has opened people’s eyes
to a lesser known part of the world. I am hoping that, by giving talks and
screenings of the film, I can provide people with positive stories and an alternative
narrative to that which they hear from the mainstream media.

EXPEDITION LOCATIONS
The expedition started on 19th April 2019 in Dakar, Senegal, on the lip of the
Atlantic Ocean and finished successfully on 31st July 2019 in Berbera, Somaliland,
on the shore of the Red Sea. I crossed eight Sahelian countries and documented
the impact and consequences of climate change and desertification: such as
mass migration, poverty, war and terrorism, on those who call Sahel their home.
These countries were chosen as they are all on the front line of climate change.
Across these countries, the places where climate change and desertification have
had the most impact were visited and the impact was documented. Various Great
Green Wall (GGW) sites were visited and the project partners and beneficiary
communities interviewed.

ITINERARY
Start date: 18th April 2019
End date: 31st July 2019
Countries:
- Senegal
- Mali
- Burkina Faso
- Niger
- Chad
- Sudan
- Ethiopia
- Somaliland

TEAM
Reza Pakravan Expedition leader
Mark Game
Expedition Cameraman
Henri Nzedom Guide and the Sahel expert
Additional local guides were employed where necessary.

RESEARCH AIMS, OBJECTIVES AND METHODS
Research Aims and Objectives
The aim of the expedition was to reveal the life-and-death consequences that climate
change and desertification have wrought upon the Sahel and to document the
positive impact of the Great Green Wall in addressing these issues.
Methods

• Access to information and important stories was provided by various regional
partners, including UN agencies.
• Places where climate change and desertification have had the most impact were
visited and the impacts were documented.
• Various interviews were conducted with families and communities aﬀected by
desertification. Various causes of mass climate migration were documented in
detail.
• Interviews were conducted with communities aﬀected by war and terrorism.
• We looked closely at the ethno-cultural elements of communities across the Sahel
to gain a deeper understanding of the various causes of migration, war and
terrorism.

• Illegal migrants on their way to Europe were interviewed and causes of migration
were documented.
• Various Great Green Wall (GGW) sites were visited and the project partners and
beneficiary communities interviewed.

RESULTS
• Over recent decades, climate change and desertification have had a major impact on
degrading the land across the Sahel, allowing fewer agricultural activities.
• Fresh water resources, including lakes and rivers, have become smaller and smaller.
• Extreme poverty across the region has become more prevalent, causing mass
migration.
• Migration has pushed communities to other regions where resources are already
dwindling. This has caused friction and in some areas has led to wars.
• Fueling these conflicts are terrorist groups such as Al-Qaida, Boko Haram and
ISIS.They are taking advantage of the situation to recruit people.
•
• The cycle of poverty has played into the hands of the terrorist groups. Despite
significant investment from the EU in blocking migrant routes, illegal migration to
Europe is still taking place with migrants forced to choose more dangerous routes.
• The human smuggling business is booming.
• The GGW has started to provide jobs and food security hoping to curb the migrant
crisis.
• Communities have seen the benefits of the GGW and have started to buy into the
initiative.
• The pan-African GGW continues to green the area surrounding the Sahara with a
mosaic of trees and small developments.
• The future of the GGW is dependent on the creation of local partnerships on a micro
level and international partnerships on a macro level. International partnerships can
be only achieved through providing the developed countries with a commercially/
sustainably viable solution including selling carbon oﬀset.
• The GGW organisation is in need of an educated workforce.

DISCUSSION
The Great Green Wall started as an ambitious plan of planting a wall of trees across the
continent. However, in recent years the plan has evolved, and land management has
become an integral part of the Great Green Wall project, aiming to restore degraded
land in the region. Therefore, the GGW project consists of patchwork activities. It is
about utilising the resources eﬃciently and eﬀectively, avoiding overgrazing by
imposing a quota, managing the water resources eﬃciently, and creating biodiversity
by planting trees and plants resilient to the draught.

OUTCOMES
Since starting the plantation and the introduction of land management in 2010, the soil
has improved significantly. People can now grow fruit and vegetables and feed their
livestock. Those previously forced to find new pastures or migrate to cities are now
staying. The Great Green Wall has not only restored the degraded land, but has also
created jobs and food security.

OUTREACH
The expedition findings are now being shared with various geography academics
to provide a basis for their research. The film will be shown at various
environmental film festivals to enhance the public awareness of the impact of
climate change on this fragile region and the positive results of the Great Green
Wall.

COMMUNICATION AND REACH
“The Great Green Hope”, a compelling and engaging thirteen-minute film, was
produced following three and a half months on the road and three months of postproduction.
Past screenings
- The Royal Geographical Society’s flagship event ‘Explore’
- The Royal Geographical Society’s regional event in Exeter
Upcoming screenings
- Adventure Uncovered Film Festival – five venues across the country
- Berlin Travel Show
- Various film festivals around the world – subject to the selection.
Past talks
- Tour of the UK with Royal Geographical Society – five theatres across the UK

Upcoming talks
- Adventure Travel Show – London Olympia
- Berlin Travel show
- Eaton College
- Wellington College
- Theatre by the Lake – Lake Keswick
Publications
- BMC magazine
- Travel Africa Magazine
- The Outdoor Journal
- RedBull.com
- Adventure Uncovered Website

ADVERSITIES AND CHALLENGES
The expedition was the most challenging I have ever undertaken, featuring border
closures, volatile and unstable regions, and temperatures exceeding 45 degrees.
Finding food was one of the biggest challenges as we were working in remote areas.
Keeping on top of constantly changing logistics was a major task in its own right.

RISK MANAGEMENT
Comprehensive risk management was undertaken prior to the expedition and
implemented throughout the expedition. 98% of risks encountered fell within the risk
appetite and tolerance set at the beginning of the expedition. The following incidents
which happened were beyond our control – however, the risk mitigation plan was in
place to minimise the disruption.
- Accident: The drone crashed as a result of an accident due to high winds in
Ethiopia. The damage was beyond recovery. A spare drone was used going forward.
- Incidents: Our arrival in Khartoum in Sudan coincided with the Sudanese revolution
and insurgency. The emergency line provided by our insurance company was
contacted and we were given instructions to get ourselves out of the troubled area.
We left Sudan for Ethiopia immediately.
- Medical: Mark Game, the expedition cameraman, contracted salmonella, which
was treated in the local hospital

BUDGET
A - SES

£7000

- Ground Transportation Public/private

£3,000

(50days @ ave £60/day)

- Visas and permits
- Insurance
- Guest houses
- Tips and petty cash
- Post Production

£700
£500
£800
£500
£1500

B- SPONSORSORSHIP

£6,344

- International flights
- Daily subsistence
- Local Guides/translators

£2,244
£3,400
£700

Total Expenditure

£13,344

PLAN FOR DISSEMINATION
The expedition and its results are very timely and relevant to the global audience. The
film will be submitted to various film festivals in the UK and internationally, with the
aim of securing cinematic screenings. Various speaking engagements have already
been secured and will continue throughout 2020. Media activity and coverage will
continue throughout 2020 with the aim of disseminating the results to a wider
audience.
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